Reading B
Standard 8
Benchmark 10.5 – Recognizing the characteristics of the paragraph and stanza (verse) forms in writing.

Characteristics of a Paragraph


A paragraph is a series of sentences that are organized and coherent, and are all related to a single topic. Almost every piece of writing you do that is longer than a few sentences should be organized into paragraphs. This is because paragraphs (and verses in poetry) show a reader where the subdivisions of the writing begin and end, and thus help the reader see the organization of the written work and grasp its main points. 

Paragraphs can contain many different kinds of information. A paragraph could contain a series of brief examples or a single long illustration of a general point. It might describe a place, character, or process; narrate a series of events; compare or contrast two or more things; classify items into categories; or describe causes and effects. Regardless of the kind of information they contain, all paragraphs share certain characteristics. One of the most important of these is a topic sentence.

Topic Sentence


What is the topic sentence? 
The topic sentence is the first sentence in a paragraph. 

What does it do? 
It introduces the main idea of the paragraph. 

How do I write one? 
Summarize the main idea of your paragraph. Indicate to the reader what your paragraph will be about. 

Example: 

There are three reasons why Canada is one of the best countries in the world. First, Canada has an excellent health care system. All Canadians have access to medical services at a reasonable price. Second, Canada has a high standard of education. Students are taught by well-trained teachers and are encouraged to continue studying at university. Finally, Canada's cities are clean and efficiently managed. Canadian cities have many parks and lots of space for people to live. As a result, Canada is a desirable place to live.

Supporting Details



What are supporting sentences? 
They come after the topic sentence, making up the body of a paragraph. 

What do they do? 
They give details to develop and support the main idea of the paragraph. 

How do I write them? 
You should give supporting facts, details, and examples. 

Example: 

There are three reasons why Canada is one of the best countries in the world. First, Canada has an excellent health care system. All Canadians have access to medical services at a reasonable price. Second, Canada has a high standard of education. Students are taught by well-trained teachers and are encouraged to continue studying at university. Finally, Canada's cities are clean and efficiently managed. Canadian cities have many parks and lots of space for people to live. As a result, Canada is a desirable place to live.

Closing Sentence



What is the closing sentence? 
The closing sentence is the last sentence in a paragraph. 

What does it do? 
It restates the main idea of your paragraph. 

How do I write one? 
Restate the main idea of the paragraph using different words. 

Example: 

There are three reasons why Canada is one of the best countries in the world. First, Canada has an excellent health care system. All Canadians have access to medical services at a reasonable price. Second, Canada has a high standard of education. Students are taught by well-trained teachers and are encouraged to continue studying at university. Finally, Canada's cities are clean and efficiently managed. Canadian cities have many parks and lots of space for people to live. As a result, Canada is a desirable place to live. 

